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ILLUSTRATION OF PROPHECY-

Discussion between Litcli and Jones,
CHRIST'S KINGDOM AT HAND.

ITS DISTANCE VNFORETOLU.

In concluding my reasons for not harmoni­ 
zing with Brother Litch in understanding the 
Scriptures to foretell Cluist's coming; to judg- 
merit "about the year 1843," as taught by 
Brother Miller, also; the principle is now to be 
further proved, that the prophets have neither 
foretold nor forseen the precise distance of the 
general judgment, which they always viewed 
and presented as being " at hand,'' rather than 
afar off.

1. There is no prophecy in al! the Bible 
which directly declares, this " great day" of 
Christ's coming to be far away; thousands of 
years off; hundreds of years oil'; nor, indeed, 
many years off. It is said, to be sure, that " the 
vision is for many days,'' apparently foretelling: 
that it would be ''many days'"* from Daniel's 
vision to (< the latter days," or end of all things. 
(Dan. x. 14.) Eat had the Lord designed to 
foretell, distinctly and definitely, the many hun­ 
dred years then corning to pass before the judg­ 
ment ; or those winch have already passed since 
Daniel and tb" other prophets wrote, surely, in 
their oft-repeated predictions of the great day, 
they would, some of them naturally, have fore­ 
told, literally, once, at least, as much as that it 
was many years off when they wrote.

2. None of all the prophets have ever foretold 
the distance of the general judgment to be fur­ 
ther off than the temporal death of the inhabi­ 
tants who were alive when they wrote. In the 
uniform practice of Christ, the phnphets and 
apostles, in their exhibiting the "great day," 
" the judge," Mhe resurrection," the "judg­ 
ment," and "the kingdom of heaven at hand," 
they never once held up temporal death, as the 
sure way of all, in meeting the judgment, even 
of those who were then alive, upon the earth. 
Neither did any of the New Testament writers, 
except Peter, ever foretell the certainty of their 
own temporal death, as coming to pass before 
Christ's coming to judgment. And Peter was 
assured oC his own "decease," only by Christ's 
expressly telling him "by ivhat death he should 
glorify God." (John, xxi .18, 19; 2 Pet. i. 13, 
15.) Paul, also, spoke of his being " ready to

be offered," ?ncl of his "departure at hand," but 
did not foretell the certainty of his being mar­ 
tyred in a few days, as some have supposed ; be­ 
cause, m the same connexion he -requests Timo­ 
thy, to whom be writes, to come to him, with 
Mark, to help him in the ministry ', and to bri»£ 
his "books,'' "parchments," find " cloak" if pos­ 
sible '* before winter." (2 Tim. jv. 9. II. 13.) 
Thus be was as ready to continue studying and 
preaching during another "winter," as he was 
"lobe offered." And thus should -we all be 
ready in constantly looking for the judgment, or 
kingdom of he.ivpti at hand.

It is said, to be sure, that " It is appointed un­ 
to men once to die, bv.it afier tins the judgment," 
[Heb. ix. 27.] This passage, however, does noi 
leach that all mankind have nn appointed deMl] 
before the judgment. Pan! expressly aflinns the 
contrary, saying, " We shall not al! sleep," [i. e. 
in death,] but \\e shall be changed in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the lat-t trump, for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall bo 
raised incorruptible.', and we shall be changed." 
(ICor. xv. 51. 5:2.) Again he speaks of him­ 
self and other saints as though they rni^ht all be 
" alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord.'" 
to " be caught up together with" the sain is then 
risen from the dead. [2 Tbess. iv. 15, 17.] All 
this looks at least, as though Paul did not mean 
to foretell the distance of the general judgment 
as being further off"than the expected close ofhis 
own and others' lives, who were then with him 
upon eirth.

3. God's threatening'? of " IDOC" and destruc­ 
tion against putting" far away" this "greatday," 
must be acknowledged as clear proof, that ho 
has not, himself, foretold it, as being far away ;" 
or many hundreds of years off. "Woe unto 
them that are at ease in Zion—ye that put far 
away the evil day." (Amos vi. 1—3.) "But 
and if that evil servant shall say in bis heart, my 
Lord dchyeth his coming—the Lord of that ser­ 
vant shall corns—and shall cut him asunder, and 
abpoint him his portion with the hypocrites, there 
stall be weeping and gnashing of teeth," (Matt, 
xxYv. 4S—51.) Surely, if the Lord, himself, had 
foretold the precise distance of the " great day" 
of "his coming," then so many hundreds of 
years "off, as since revealed by their coming to 
pass ; he would not have threatened those then 
living, so terribly against even saying- in their 
" hearts, 1 ' no more than that such prophecies of 
the Holy Ghort were true.

4. The wisdom and benevolence of the Al­ 
mighty, seem naturally to forbid his revealing 
to mortals the secret of the distance of the gen­ 
eral judgment. Although the spirit of this 
world seems peremptorily to demand such a rev­ 
elation, and to be assured of the day a great way 
off; it is apparent that evil, rather than good, 
would have been the natural consequence of such 
a prophecy. For, could an ungodly world have 
known positively, when the prophets wrote, that 
" the great and terrible day of the Lord" was so 
far ofTas the present day, they would naturally

have trembled less in view of it; and would 
have been less likely to have been converted and 
saved, than if required, as they have been, to re­ 
gard the awful event as being always near "at 
hand," without any knowledge of the day, or 
the hour, when, like the '• lightning," it shall 
burst upon the unprepared world. (Malt. xsiv. 
27.) The doctrine of death " at hand," it is true, 
has now, long been substituted for that of the 
judgment or " kingdom of God ;:t hand." But 
the doctrine of death at hand before the general 
judgment afar off, never made a Felix tremble, 
and never awoke sinners to " flee from the wrath 
to come," like that of the judgment itself, at 
hand, -without any knowledge of longer life, or 
a temporal death first. So long as the primitive 
saitM-s preached the judgment or kingdom of God 
at liaisei, Mnner;-, like Felix, were made to trem­ 
ble at the word of God, and the church was kept 
awake ; bat MUCC death " at hand," and the gen­ 
eral judgment afar oif, ha** been the popular and 
^iippo*C'(l doctrine of the Gospel, both the wise 
and the foolish have long beeri comparatively 
sleeping as at the dead hour of midnight. (Mali, 
xxv. 1 *&c..)

5. The multiplied express declarations of the 
Lord himself, to impress the mind with a sense 
of the nearne&s of the great day of his coming, 
are considered as proof unanswerable, that he 
never could foretell its distance off many hun­ 
dreds of years, as we now see it then was, with­ 
out apparently contradicting himself on the sub­ 
ject. The following,is a specimen of ibe Lord's 
testimony ^bowing the great day " at hand," and 
not afar off, when the prophets wiotc—"Howl 
ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand," (Isa- xiii. 
b.) "For the day is near, even ilie day of the 
Lord is near, a cloudy day : it shall be the time 
of the heathen," (or destruction of the wicked.) 
Ezek. xxx. 3.) " For the day of the Lord is 
near upon all the heathen." (Obad. 15. verse.) 
" Alas for the day; for the day of the Lord is at 
hand, and as a destruction from ihe Almighty it 
shall come." (Joel i. 15.) "For the day of the 
Lord cometb, for it is nigh at hand." (Joe! ii. 1.) 
" For the day of the Lord is at hand." (Zeph. i. 
7.) " The great day of the Lord is tiear, it is 
near and hasteth greatly. (Zeph. i. 14) "The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand." [Matt. iii. 2: 
see Matt. iv. 17, x. 7.] " But this I say brethren, 
the time is short." [1 (jor. vii. 29.] " But the end 
of all things is at hand." [1 Pet. iv. 7.] "The 
coming of the Lord drawelh nigb."—Behold the 
Judge standelh before the door." [James v. 8. 9.] 
" Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with 
me." [Rev. xxii. 12.] "He \Vhitih testifieth 
these things, saith, surely, I come quickly; 
Amen, Even so, come Lord Jesus." [Rev. xxii. 
20.]

I am aware of a disposition abroad in the 
earcb, to understand these and similar passages, 
as meaning any thing else than what they liter- 
alty express, of the nearness of Christ's actually- 
coming to judgment. But what expressions, 
and what variety of expressions could the Lord
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have chosen, in which to hold up to view the 
judgment of the greal day, as coming quickly 
upon all the earth, more clearly and literally 
than he has done it in those now quoted ? I am 
aware, also, of the very popular habit of now 
giving a. figurative sense to these prophecies of 
the general judgment at hand j or spiritualizing 
them into some temporal events already passed, 
or coming to pass " before that great and terri­ 
ble day of the Lord." But should such a rule 
be admitted, of spiritualizing spiritual things in­ 
to things merely secular, in the explanation of 
the above passages; the same rule would au­ 
thorize us thus to spiritualize all the other 
prophecies and descriptions of the general judg­ 
ment and future world. And thus they might 
all be converted from their literal, true and most 
solemn meaning, into the mere affairs of this life, 
This would blot out at a stroke the doctrine oi 
a general judgment from the Bible, together 
with the eternity of future rewards and punish­ 
ments. It would also build up Universallsm, 
Deism, and Atheism, in their grossest forms. 
And what but this principle of the " false proph­ 
et," so far unwarily carried out as it has been, 
even in the evangelical church, could ever have 
brought such a spiritual famine upon the Church 
of Christ, as she is now and has ling been ex­ 
periencing, unde[ such a secular and gross spir­ 
itualizing- of things originally spiritual? AH 
these things, understood in their original and lit­ 
eral sense, were surely designed as the saints' 
spiritual meat, drink find weapons of war, in 
their momentary conflict against the powers of 
darkness now assailing them. But thus to con­ 
vert the word of God into carnal things, would 
naturally famish and make " the heart of the 
righteous sad,'' [Ezek. xiii. 22.] and "steal" 
God's " word every one from his neighbor," 
[Jer. xxiii. 30.]

It has, also, been urged againsl understand­ 
ing those many passages literally, which foretell 
the general judgment at hand, that they cannot 
be otherwise than figurative, because said to be 
at hand near 3000 years ago, and no literal 
judgment yet come. The apostle Peter has 
seemingly anticipated this very objection against 
the Scripture doctrine of the final coming of 
Christ at hand. He foretels of some in " the 
last days" who will say: " Where is the prom­ 
ise of his coming?" &c , as though the multi­ 
plied promises of his coming, " at hand," alrea­ 
dy quoted, are no promise at all in the case, be­ 
cause made so long ago and not fulfilled yet. 
But Peter clearly explains their alleged difficulty 
by saying, that " 1000 years" are "as one day" 
""with the Lord," thus making the time very- 
short since the promise was given. And more 
than this, he says, that the Lord \snot slack con­ 
cerning his promise [of coming soon] as some 
men count slackness, but is long suffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance. Why, then, 
should any find fault that this literal promise of 
the day of Christ at hand, is not fulfilled before ? 
since the " long suffering" of God towards them 
in waiting for their repentance unto life, has 
caused his delay in not coming before, in their 
own destruction. And then the apostle affirms 
most positively, " But the dnyof the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night," &c. (2 Pet. iii. 3, 
4, 8—10.)

Christ's saying that " the end is not come 
yet;" or " is not by and by ;" [Matt. xxiv. 6. 
Luke xxi. 9,] for his coming cannot be under­ 
stood as foretelling the day afar off; without 
eupposing him to contradict himself in his re­

peated prophecies of its being " at hand," and of 
his coming " quickly." Neither can Paul's 
prophecy that there shall come " a falling away 
first," &c. (2 Thess. ii. 3.) foretell it afar off, con­ 
sistently with his alleged supposition that it 
might come so soon as to find him and others 
of his day still alive, as already quoted.

6. And finally, the positive and repeated dec­ 
larations of the Lord, showing the precise dis­ 
tance of the general judgment to be unrevealed, 
till it comes, is offered as conclusive proof, that 
though it may come, for aught we know, this 
year, the Scriptures do not foretell its coming 
in " 1843," " 1847," " 1866," -2000," nor a"t 
any other particular period. This very ques­ 
tion is proposed and answered in Daniel's vision, 
as follows—"How long shall it be to the end of 
these wonders? 1 ' (Dan. xii. 6.) or till God's 
people shall be delivered every one that shall be 
found written in the book," when some "shall 
awake to everlasting life,and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt," &-c. (Dan- xii. 1, 3.) 
The answer to this question is, " that it shall be 
for a time, times, and an half." But this an­ 
swer is wholly indefinite, and not understood 
by Daniel to tell how long it was to be to the 
resurrection. Then he inquires again—"0 
Lord what shall be the end of these wonders?" 
i. e. to the resurrection, &c. The Lord an­ 
swers again, "Go thv way, Daniel, for the 
words are closed up and sealed till the time of 
the end," &,c. (Dan.,xii. 7. 9.) This answer is 
certainly positive and clear that the distance of 
the resurrection, judgment, &c., is a matter 
closed up and sealed till the time of the end," 
or till it comes. Again, Christ was asked, 
" When shall these things be? [viz. the wick­ 
ed all punished with "the damnation of hell," 
when left " desolate'' at Christs coming " in 
the name of the Lord," &c. [Matt, xxiii. 3-5,38, 
39, xxiv. 1. 2.] " And what shall be the sign of 
the coming, and of the end of the world?" 
(Matt. xxiv. 3 ) The answer of Christ is, " But 
of that day, and that hour, knoweth no man, no, 
not the angel? of heaven, but my Father only," 
(Matt, xxxiv. 36,) "Watch, therefore, for ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth come." 
Some have supposed that the many passages 
like these, concerning the unknown " day" and 
" hour" of Christ's coming, are no testimony 
against our finding the particular YEAR of the 
event revealed in prophecy. But this, certainly, 
seems like an evasion, besides representing the 
Lord as being captious in this matter; or as 
though making a wonderful difference between 
a day and a year; though with him, "1000 
years," and " one day" are alike in duration, 
(Ps. xc. 4, 2 Pet. iii. 8.) But Christ further set­ 
tles this point, by saying, in answer to the same 
question, as recorded by another—" Take ye 
heed, watch and pray; for ye know not when 
the time is." [Mark xiii. 14—33.] If " the 
TIME''must remain a secret, how then shall the 
YEAR be discovered from the Scriptures ?

Once more, the same question of the disci­ 
ples is proposed to our Savior in their last in­ 
terview with him who witnessed his ascension, 
till a cloud received him out of their sight. 
Their question is as follows—" Lord wilt thou 
at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel ? 
Or, to "the saints of the Most High;" not to 
the literal Jews. The Jews as unbelievers were 
not Israel, but were of their " father the devil." 
[John vlii. 44.] while "they which are of faith, 
the same are the children of Abraham" and 
" heirs according to the promise," [Gal. iii. 7, 
29] i. e. "the promise" in Daniel, and else­

where, that" the saints shall take the kingdom," 
&c. [Dan. vii. 22, 27; Matt. xxv. 34.] Christ 
says in answer to this question, and apparently 
in his last speech before ascending to heaven'— 
" it is not for you to know the times, or the sea­ 
sons, which the Father hath pat in his own 
power," [Acts i. 6, 7.] This shows so conclu­ 
sively that God, only, knows the duration of 
prophetic " times" and " seasons" which reach 
on to the saints' victory, in finally taking the 
kingdom at the judgment, that no record is 
made of its being ever again proposed to an in­ 
spired individual. And Paul was so clear ia 
thus understanding such inspired answers to the 
question, that he could say, with confidence, af­ 
ter describing the coming of the Lord to the 
judgment, and without being asked, " But of the 
times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need 
that I write unto you, for yourselves know per­ 
fectly, that the day of the Lord so corneth as a 
thief in the night," &c.—[1 Thess. iv. 14—18, 
v. 1; 2.] HENEY JOKES. 

New York, March 5, 1840.
REPLY TO THE ABOVE.

Mr. Editor,—In closing these communica­ 
tions, you will now permit me to make some re­ 
ply to brother Jones' last number.

J. His first proposition is, that, " there is no 
prophecy in all the Bible which directly declares 
this great day 'ofChrist's coming' to be/flr 
away ; thousands of years off; hundreds of years 
off; nor indeed many years off."

In replying to this proposition, I remark, the 
prophet Daniol, when he told Nebuchadnezzar, 
Dan. 2d chapter, that the image in his dream 
represented four kingdoms which should suc­ 
cessively arise, of which he was the first or head ; 
and that another kingdom, inferior to his, should 
arise after him, &e., did virtually foretell the 
great day to be far away. For, it was morally 
impossible for the events there fortold to be ac­ 
complished immediately, or even in one genera­ 
tion. Again Dan. 7th chapter, in his vision of 
four great beasts, the representatives of four gov­ 
ernments, with their various changes, the same 
fact is prominently set forth, that the great day 
was faraway ; and in fact that, as is demonstra­ 
ted in my last, after the last modification of the 
fourth government, in the establishment of the 
little horn, there must be over 1960 years elapse 
before the great day should come. For the 
work of destroying or consuming was to be con­ 
tinued after the period ended, and the dominion 
of the little horn was taken away; even to the 
end, when the kingdom should be given to the 
saints. Once more, Paul, 2 Thess. ii. 1—3, ex­ 
pressly warns the Thessalonians not to be shak­ 
en in their mind, nor be troubled by any means, 
" as that the day of Christ was at hand." For 
that day should not come till after a certrin great 
apostacy, and the revelation of the same wicked, 
blasphemous power as described by Daniel, 
chapter vii; whom the Lord should consume by 
the spirit of his mouth, and destroy by the bright­ 
ness of his coming. But that destruction has 
not yet taken pl.ace. Paul did, therefore, teach 
that the day was not then just at hand, but "far 
away"

Also, as I have demonstrated in my last, that 
Daniel does make use of a day, as the represen­ 
tative of a year, I suppose I may be permitted to 
produce the 2300 days of Dan. vJii. 14, as evi­ 
dence of the fact that Daniel did predict the day 
to ,be thousands of years off when he wrote.

2. His second proposition is, that " none of all 
the prophets have ever foretold the distance of 
the general judgment to be further off than the
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temporal death of the inhabitants then living 
when they wrote."

I do not know as it will be admitted that 
Abraham was a prophet; but whether he was 
or rroi, there was a prophecy given in his day, 
that his seed should be a stranger in a land that 
was not theirs, and be afflicted four hundred 
years ; and afterward possess the land of Canaan. 
But it should not be until the " fourth" genera­ 
tion. In this instance, then, it was predicted 
that the judgment was farther off than "the tem­ 
poral death" of the then living inhabitants. Gen. 
xv. 13, 16.

So also, the prophecy of Jeremiah, of the 70 
years captivity and promise of a subsequent res­ 
toration of Israel, is another instance of the same 
kind. For thoss events must be fulfilled before 
it could come.

But the prophetic periods of 2300 days, a 
time, times, and the dividing of time, arid the 
70 weeks, which were all to be accomplished 
before that day, and predicted 490, 1260 and 
2300 years, settle the point.

3d Proposition.—"God's threatening of 'war* 
and desolation against putting far away the evil 
day, must be acknowledged as clear proof, that 
lie has not, himself, foretold it as being far 
away ; or many hundred years off." Bioth^r 
J's. quotation from Amos v:, 1—3, has nothing 
to do with the subject, for it refers not lo the 
general judgment, but to the Jewish captivity. 
Amos v. 27, and the 6th chapter. The quota­ 
tion from Matthew xxiv. 48, &c., and the com 
mem on it, that " if the Lord himself had fore 
told the distance of his corning, he would not 
have threatened so severely those then living, 
for saying in their hearts, no more than thai 
such prophecies of the Holy Ghost were true.' 1 

On this it may be remarked—that it teas trite, 
that the day was many hundred years off; an<j 
yet threatenings were denounced. But the true 
state of the case was this ; Christ had just giv­ 
en certain signs by which those who saw them 
should know that the day was near, even at the 
door. And he admonished those who should 
see those signs against saying, my Lord delay- 
eth his coming; and exhorted them and all 
others to watch. But they were not to expect 
that day until they saw the signs,

4th Proposition,—" The wisdon and benev­ 
olence of the Almighty seem naturally to forbid 
his revealing to mortals the secret distance of 
the day of judgment." I reply, the wisdom of 
God in secreting the distance from former gene­ 
rations, and his benevolence in revealing to those 
more immediately concerned to know the time, 
are very strikingly exhibited in the disposition 
he made of the prophecies of the time. After 
the whole prophetic history of the world, togeth­ 
er with the prophetic periods for the fulfilment 
of that history, had been spread out before Dan­ 
iel, it was said to him, " Close up the words, 
and seal the book, even to the time of the end," 
Dan. xii. 7. Again, verse 9th, "The words 
are closed up and sealed, to the lime of the end." 
So that until " the time of the end," not the end 
itself, these things could not be understood. But 
there was also a promise that at the time of the 
end, the seal should be broken, and knowledge 
be increased ; and that the wise "should under­ 
stand. Bat that the lime of the end came in A. 
D. 1798, is susceptible of the clearest* demon­ 
stration. And that period brought with it the 
fulfilment of such prophetic events as demon­ 
strated the meaning of a time, limes, and divid­ 
ing of time, and prophetic day. The seal of 

. these prophecies and prophetic periods was then

I broken. " The time of the end," is not a single 
point of time, but a period, extending frotn 1798 
to the end itselfi

5th Proposition.—" The multiplied express 
declarations of the Lord himself, to impress the 
mind with a sense of the nearness of that great 
day of his coming, are considered as unanswera­ 
ble, that he never could tell its distance off many 
hundred years as we now faee it was, without 
apparently contradicting himself on the subject." 

To this I answer. It either was, or was not, 
consistent with the fact that the day was many 
hundred years off, for the Lord to represent it as 
" near" as "hasting greatly" &c. If it IGOS 
consistent with the fact of its being thus distant, 
to represent it, as •" near," it was no less consis­ 
tent thus lo represent it, if that distance was re­ 
vealed. It is matter of fact, and not appearance, 
at which the Lord looks. But if it was not con­ 
sistent with the fact thus to represent the day 
near, then the Almighty acted inconsistently in 
doing as he has done. But I believe it was con­ 
sistent both with the fact itself and the revela­ 
tion of that fact, thus to represent it. Because 
one day is with the Lord as a 1000 years, and a 
1000 years as one day ; and also because the 
Lord calls things which are not as though they 
were.

6th Proposition.—" And, finally, the positive 
and repeated declarations of the Lord, showing 
the precise distance of the general judgment to 
be imrevealed till it comes, is offered as conclu­ 
sive proof that though it may come for aught we 
know, this year, the scriptures do not foretell its 
coming in 1843, 1847, 1866, 2000, nor any 
other particular period. This question was pro­ 
posed and answered in Daniel's vision as follows 
—How long shall it be to the end of these won­ 
ders? The answer to this question is, "It shall 
be for a time, times, and an half," But this an­ 
swer was wholly indefinite, and not understood 
by Daniel to tell how long it was to be to the 
resurrection," &c.

Brother J. has given only a part of the answer 
to the question " How long," &c. The period 
subsequent to the time, times, and an half, is not 
noticed. "And when he shall have accomplish­ 
ed to scatter, [extend, spread,] the power of the 
holy people, all these things shall be finished." 
I have proved above, that the time, limes, and an 
half, have been fulfilled. The subsequent work 
of scattering or extending the power of the holy 
people, is being fast accomplished. That the 
spread of Christianity is what is meant by scat­ 
tering the power of the holy people, is evident 
from the answer to Daniel's question ; " What 
shall be the end of these wonders ? not how long 
the time that had been answered above; but 
what is the closing event? The answer was, 
'' Many shall be purified, and made while, and 
tried." The gospel shall extend and its influ­ 
ence be exerted. And it is a fact which I think. 
few will be disposed to dispute, that more has 
been done since 1798, for the spread of the-gos- 
pel, than through the 1600 years which preced­ 
ed it, if not the 1800 years preceding.

But when the gospel has reached and been 
preached on the last heathen shore, " all these 
things shall be finished ; " " the end shall come, 11

But brother J. quotes Ma the w xxiv. 36, " But 
of that day and that hour kooweth no man ; no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only."

This is supposed to be unanswerable. Bai 
let us look at it. The Savior had just given a 
long series of events which were all to be fulfill- 
ed before the day came; and when those event? 
were fulfilled, those'who should see them, should

know that it was nigh, even at the doorj But of 
the exact day und hour they were ignorant; 
and for it they were to watch. The fulfillment of 
prophecy is the index by which its approach is 
to be known, But may not the fulfallmeM of 
prophetic periods be a part of the signs of its 
nearness; so it seems to me. But that the 
apostles, or indeed any of the inspired penmen, 
understood the nature of the prophetic periods, I 
will not pretend to say* It was not for them to 
know the times and seasons which the Father 
had put in his power, Acts, ii. 7, had command­ 
ed to be sealed up till the time of the end- Dan. 

!xii. 4. The prophets searched diligently, but in 
'vain, .both for the meaning of the events they 
predicted, and the manner or nature of the times 
of their mifilment. It was revealed to them that 
they ministered not to themselves, but others, 1 
Pe. i.9,12. When the apostle also said to the 
Tbessalonians, 1 Thes.v.1,4, "that they had no 

1 need that he should write to them, respecting 
the times and seasons, but that ihey knew the 
day of the Lord would so come as-a thief in the 
night; " he only meant that it would so come to 

' the wicked. But ye* brethren, are not in dark­ 
ness, that that day should come on you a« a thief. 
Peter laborej hard to impress the same thing on 
<yur roind, and directed us to the study of the 
prophets for information respecting the coming 
of that day. But I will leave the subject to the 
good sense of the reader, to judge whether the 
prophetic periods ivhich foretell the coming of the 
general judgment are definite or indefinite pe~ 
riods, the length of which cannot be known by 
mortals. JOSIAH LITCH. 

Miilenial Grove, April 4, 1810.

MR. CAM BELL ON THE MODE OF COM­ 
PUTING TIME.

BROTHER HIMES,—Having given in my last, a 
view of the captivity of the Jews, I with, before 
presenting the evidence of their restoration, to 
illustrate the mode of computing time so pecu­ 
liar, yet so common in the Bible, viz. by Sib- 
baths and Jubilees.

The creation of our world was finished dur­ 
ing the mystical number seven, or a Sabbath, 
and will doubtless end soon after the seventh 
millennium.* The Jews celebrated six Sab­ 
baths, but the seventh Sabbath of which all the 
others were but typical, has never yet been cel­ 
ebrated on earth, but " remaineth for the people- 
of God."

Ii is maintained by some writers that att 
great events in the history of our world have oc­ 
curred in the perfect circle of sevens. Such, for 
instance, as the exodus out of Egypt—the re-- 
turn of the remnant from Babylon, and ih<^ 
death and resurrection of Christ. It is, certain 
that this last event occurred in the year-of- jubi­ 
lee, ten jubilees from tha cleansing; of the 2cL 
Jewish sanctuary,

According to Hate's chronology, the first jubi­ 
lee celebrated by the Israelites, was 15S9 B. C. 
and the 7Qth jubilee from that would reach to

*Tiie fret of (he early insliiution of the seventh day Sab­ 
bath is generally admitted, however liitte its use and "typical 
meaning is understood.

And God saw-every th.bg that he had made, and. b«hald it 
was \ery good. And the evening and die moi ning were tlte 
sixth clny. Tims the lichens and the earth were finished and 
all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his 
work, which iie had made ; and lie rested on liie seventh day 
from all tiia work wlikh tie had made. And God Messed the 
seventh day and sanctified it; because tlmt in it he rested 
from ail his work which God created and made.—GE«. ii. 
31—i. 1,2,3.

In Lev. xxiii, where we have the institution of the sixth 
several SaWmhs, il«- I^rd «ays Xo tl\e Israelhes," from even 
unto even shall >ece!el»rate your Saubatlw-" "Seven saU- 
baths shall be complete."
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1S11, A. D. about the expiration of 7 times after 
the breaking of Ephrairiu 72 jubilees would 
reach to A. D. 1939, about the expiration of 7 
times after the g'leaning of Judah. This com­ 
putation does not include the years of release, 
but reckons by Sabbaths of jubilees, f. e. 49 
y>ars. If the years of release be added, it car­ 
ries us down to about 2000, A. D. which is the 
period of ths fulness of the Gentiles, when the 
whole creation will revert back into the hands of 
its rigbful on-ner, and the "saints inherit the 
Barth."

As we saiil, the Israelites celebrated but six 
SaLbath*, which was an imperfect number. In 
every other rc?pect their cursrngs or blessings 
were completed by sevens.* Their Sabbaifcs 
were as follovts—viz :

1. Sabbaths of days.
2. Sabbath of weeks.
3. Sabbath of feasts.
4. Sabbath of months.
5. Sabbath of yenrs,
6. Sabbath of jubilees.
It will fcs profitable to dwell a liule on each 

of thp*e Sabbaths separately, as it not only 
serves to corroborate all other correct modes of 
computing time by the prophecies, but furnishes 
the best analogy whereby to judge of tlie coming 
prosperity of the church. The reader is refer­ 
red first to Leviticus xxiii.

2. Spcuk miio the ehiUien of Israel, am! sny unto them, 
cooflenung ilie feasts »f the Lord, which ju sliail prochii-n ID 
be holy convocation*, ei^i these are my f<r.i*ts.

3. Si'4 (Uys jsfiri ! witrk !>e done; hut ihe seventh d;ty is the 
sabhiith <j£resf. ;i Ji-»!y comoc.iiiw); 10 siiall do no work 
therein, 'H is the sabbath yf lire Lord in nil jour d« pilings.

xfhis was the Sabbath of d.iys, the.lowest de­ 
nomination, or the unit of these beautiful and 
fciajnificant numerical cm! leitis. It bears the 
satnc relation to the great Sibb;uical d.-iy of this 
lower* creation, that figure 1 does to 7 in the 
Arabic characters.

SECOND—Sabbath of weeks—
5. A'n] vc shall count unto you from the morrow after the 

?.(•>!>.uh, tiojji ths d.iy thnt ye brwylit tlie she.if of llie w,i\e- 
offerin'j -s seven s:ihb:tlhs shall lia <nnnj)let« ;

9. Even nnt'> the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall 
yt number, filly tlajs; an,! ye sluill offer a new meat-oiler ing 
uiHo the- LuiiJ.

•" Seven Sabbaths shall be complete," i. e. the 
^rtbbiith of Sabbaths here typified, "shall be 
complete."

TniriR. Sabbath of Feast?.
There wore seven, and were completed in thf 

jsptfenth month. " These are the feasts of the 
(verse 4.)

1. Feast of the Passover, (verse 5.)
2. Feast of unleavened bread, (verse G.)
3. Feast of Harvest, (verse 10.) :
4. Feast of weeks o-r Pentecost,! (verse 21.)

* Jf tlipn* w;i» :i fiiir'tic it Isnte.I sfivpti yenrs, if.i season of 
n]«aiy, "we-i \e".irs. Tlieii final c.ipiivity seven limee. Ja­ 
cob tirnt serve :>n idolater seven years fin- a wife. The fiery 
furnace must be hesitctl seven timss hotter dwn usual. Gold 
l>e rt seven times purified."

tl nil iiie House, wneru iney wi-iu PUIIM-.
This mcinitiiblc event n.vl lh<j feast of wt-pks wns long cel­ 

ebrated in tlifi Cliri.-ii.tn Church. The apostle of the Geniiles 
1 ' ' ' ' iich inieresl, as we find ifl Acts xx. 16.teoardeii it withleoardeii it with inncn interest, as We tino ifl Acts xx, 1\>. 

K/6r/ I'iwl Ii'ii! detern'iinad 10 s-'-ii! !>y Epliesn', because he 
watti'l not sfjond (fie lime Jn A*in; for he ha*ie<J, if it were 
possible for him, to be at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.

5. Feast of Trumpets, (verse 24.)
6. Feast of Atonement, (verse 27.)
7. Feast of Tabernacles, (verse 34.) 
FOURTH. Sabbath' of months.

6* In the fourteenth day of the firtt month at even is the 
Lord's passover.

3S Bepidtei the sabbaths of the Lord, and Ijrsides your gifts, 
aid besides all jour vows, and besides all jour fige-will of­ 
fering* which ye g'Jie iwio f lie Lord.

30 Abo in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye 
have gathered in the fruit of'the land, ye shall keep a feaet 
unto the Lnrd seven tlajs: on ihe first day shall be a sabbath, 
and un the eight day shall be a sabbath.

This completed the Sabbath of month's. In 
the first month they commenced the convocation 
on the 14th day at even, and on the 15th day 
of the seventh month was celebrated the crown­ 
ing- period of harvest. Thus will the harvest of 
the world be the 7th Sabbath.

FIFTH,—Sabbath of years.
Lev. xxv, 2. Speak unto the cliiliiren of Israel, and say 

unto them, When ye come into the l.tnd which I give you", 
then shall ihe lit mi kt>f|) a sabbath imto the Lord.

3 Six je:irs tiiou shaft sow thy field, mid six years tiiou 
sh-.ilt prime tliy lineysinl, and giiilier in the fruit thereof;

4 KM in tlio seventh je.ir shall iie n sabbath of iest unto 
the hind, :» sabbath fur ilie Lord : thou slwilt neither sow thy 
field, nor prune thy vineyard.

Here is the" Sabbath of the land of Israel, 
ivhich (he Lord declared should have its Sab- 
b;u!is. These Sabbaths were observed, more or 
less, til! about the lime Saul become king of Is­ 
rael, after which they were neglected -altogether 
until tlie Babylonian captivity, 490 years. Sev­ 
enty Sabbaths were then due to the land of Is­ 
rael, and its inhabitants were driven out of it 
ju?t 70 years to give it rest.

This Sabbatical year was typical of the great 
jubilee Sabbath which awaits the " whole crea­ 
tion." At the close of the sixth millenium there 
will be a thousand Sabbatical years due to our 
earth, for hitheito the whole creation has groan­ 
ed, being' in bondage to its wicked inhabitants.

SIXTH.—Sabbath of jubilees.
8 And tiiou shall number seven sabbaths of years unit) thee, 

sm'ii times «»ve» year--': und lire space, of die seven sabbaths 
oi \IMI-S s!i;i!l be untu ilioe Jmtv and nine years.

<J Then shall tlinn cause the trumpet of t'te Jubilee to 
jound, on ilic tentlrilay of the seventh mnnih; in tlie day of 
atunemcnt shall j e muUe the trumpet sound ihronglioiil all jour 
btid.

This was the last Sabbath given to the Israel­ 
ites. But there remainelh for them the crown­ 
ing Sabbath when "the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in," for tvithout them they " could Hot 
be made perfect.''*

Immediately following the Trumpet which 
ushers in the great Sabbatical milletjium will 
commence earth's grand year of release typified 
by the fiftieth year.

10 And ye shall hallow die fiftieth year, and proclaim lib­ 
erty throughout all ihe land, unto a.W tlie inhabitants theicof; 
it ebiill be a jubilee unio you/" and _\e sh.ill return every man 
unto Ins pus.ses.sion, am! je shall return every man qnto his 
fUtiiiTy.

11 A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto yon; ye shall 
not JMIV, neither reap that «Jiicli groweth of itself in it, nor 
gather the grapes in it of lliy vine undififSt'd.

12 For it is the jubilee; it elmll be holy unto you; ye 
shall ent the inerense thereof out of the field.

13 In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man un­ 
to his possession.

Where is ihe sceptical professor of Christian*

* All which was (jpifiei! by ihe sacrifices apxsomjxmying 
three sabbaths was fulfilled in Christ by the f-acrifice of him­ 
self. Out the great consummation uf all which was lypifwd 
by this mode of computing lime remains to be fulfilled. Tim 
(errors of Sin.ii und ihe IIKTU! bluwing «f jubilee trumps lias 
ceofftd, " For jc are ii^t anno until ills inoii:>> that might bo 
tuuehed, and tltat burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and 
darkness apd, tempe>t. tin it the sound of a. trumpet, and the 
voice ofjwords; which voice they that lienrii, etitrented that 
(de word should not be spoken to them uny mote; (.ind so 
terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fe:ir 
and quake;) l«it ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of llii' living (i<«J, ibe Jipai'pnjy Jerusalem, am) to an in­ 
numerable company of angels."

ity who doubts that earth's inhabitants will one 
^lay go free?. If there is any truth in the Bi­ 
ble, or any significancy in its typical Sabbaths 
and jubilees, "there remsrineth a keeping of a 
Sabbath to the people of God." Here is evi­ 
dence all but demonstration-—it can be no more 
perfect till faith gives place to actual vision.

Before the Christian church'can expect to en­ 
ter upon her Canaan of rest, the walls of the 
great Jericho, of Satan's empire must be thrown 
down. This wiH be effected " not by might nor 
by power," but by, the Spirit of God. Those 
who bear the jubilee trumpets of ihe Gospel 
need only to surround the walls of the great 
city, always remembering to give the "trumpet 
a certain sound." Joshua has 'given them an 
example, chap. vL

3. And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and 
go round a bo tit t[je city once : thus stialt (lion do BIX dais.

4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trum­ 
pets of ram's horns; and the seventh day je shall compass 
llie city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trum­ 
pet?,

5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long 
bkist \\ ith the i aui's horn, ;md when ye hear the sound of the 
(rampel, a/) fhe people sliiil! s!i»ut with a great snout; and 
ihe wall of ilie ciiy shall f.iit down flat, and the people shall 
ascend up every man straight before him.

Scott says the words translated "ram's" 
horn, may be rendered trumpets of jubilees, 
that is, such as were blown in the year of jubi­ 
lee. The entering of Israel into the promised 
land was a jubilee to them. Instead of the 
dreadful trumpet of "war, they were commanded 
to sound the trumpet of joy as already conquer* 
ers.

Here again the number seven is used to per- 
feciidb. Seven priests, seven tfurnpels, seven 
days, and seven times on the seventh day. 
This last day must hare been the seventh day 
of the week, the Sabbath. *

This no doubt typified the seventh or Sabat- 
ical rnillenium when nothing will be done incon­ 
sistent with the solemnities of a Sabbath. 
" Holiness to the Lord " wiJI be inscribed upon 
every employment. The disciple's employment 
will be as sacred as bis master's, who said in 
reference to the Sabbath, " my Father workelh 
hitherto, and I work." John v. 1&

If there is any meaning in the problems which 
God has chosen to typify future blesaings to his 
people, and if there is any significancy in the 
most complete system for computing time, ev­ 
ery one may understand enough of the future 
for all practical purposes.

If the world exist seven miHeniums from the 
creation, it will complete just 140 jubilees, in­ 
cluding the years of release,—one thousand Sab­ 
batical years,—twelve thousand Sabbaths of 
months,—fifty-one thousand one hundred Sab- 
bathd of weeks, and three hundred and sixty- 
five thousand Sabbaths of days.

Such is the interesting analogy which runs 
through the Old Testament in the use of em­ 
blems. How few discover their full significan­ 
cy .' The bloody sacrifices prefigured the 
death of our Savior, and ceased after that event.

"The repeated prescriptions of tits number seren mast not 
pass nnnoticpd. *' Seven priests," " seven trumpets," 
" sewn <layB," and " seven times on the seventh day." (Lev. 
xxv, 9.) "This attention to the number seven, in Sciiptnre, 
probably had refference to the creation of the world in six 
ijays, and the Lord's resting on the seventh, which completed 
the first week ; thie was the first reason assigned for the s;mcti- 
dc-Aiton of the sabbath, <""* occasioned ihe measuring uftime by 
the periodical return of the sevenlli day, hi most ages and nations 
ever since. (Notes, Gen. ii, 2, 3 ) 'One of these seven days 
must have been a Sabbath-day; the Jews eay, that it was the 
last, on which the city was taken ; and as. ihey wete doing ihe 
work of (5<x!, for his glirji no objection arises against it from 
the fourth commandment; any rrwre than against ilie man's 
carrying his bed on the sabbath-day, in lionw of Christ IV|K> 
had heated him.—SCOTT'S NOTES ON JOSHUA \i. 3—5.
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But TIME has not ceased, nor will it, till ihe 
SABBATHS and JUBILEES are consummated in the 
grand anti-type. Then will the Angel '' lift up 
his hand and swear that time shall be no lon­ 
ger." DAVID CAMBELL,

1 THE Tl
'Can j-e nut discern tha signs of the tiroes.'

BOSTON, JULY 15, 1840-

AN ANSWER TO « A SUBSCRIBER."

A subscriber asks, "When do the 2300 days of 
Ban. 8—14 commence? I answer, with the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and build Je­ 
rusalem. He says the commencement of the 70 
weeks, (if I understand him correctly) at that time, ; 
does not prove the 2300 days to begin then. I an­ 
swer, 1. They did not begin when the vision was 
seen B. C. 553, for if they had began then, the sanc­ 
tuary would have been cleansed in A. B. 1747; 
which it was not. They must begin then at a subse­ 
quent time.

2. There is no time fixed in the eighth chapter,by 
which to determine when to commence the period. 
But without a key to determine this point, the time 
had as good be left out as to be in the Bible ; for if 
it cannot be known it is no revelation to us.

3. After Gabriel had explained the vision to 
Daniel, he did not understand it. Verse 27.

4. This same angel appeared again chapter 9tb, 
and told him he was then come forth to give him 
skill and understanding ; and directed him to under­ 
stand the matter and consider the vision. What vis­ 
ion? The viiion. A vision familiar to both ; one 
Daniel did not understand: the vision of 2300 days.

5. Gabriel then gave him a key by which he was 
to understand. That key was the seventy weeks, 
to the death of'the Messiah; beginning with the 
commandment to restore and build Jerusalem. If 
this is not the key, then the Bible affords none. 
But with this key the vision is explained and the 
whole series of fulfilled prophecy and prophetic 
periods harmonize with and confirm it. L.

" THE LITERALIST."
This work has been got up recently, by MB. OR- 

RIN ROGERS, in Philadelphia, It is to consist of a 
series of Treatises and Essays which have appeared 
in England within a few years on the Scripture 
Prophecies— having relation to the return of the 
Jews to Palestine ; the preroillenial Advent of our

Jesus Christ, and his mtUenial kingdom. It is 
to be issued twice a month. It is published in the 
pamphlet form, and each number will contain 40
pages. $2,50 in advance. 

• will contain 864 pages..
The volume complete

X. The Pre-rnillenriial Advent and New Dispen­ 
sation.

These Essays, so far as they have been publish­ 
ed, advocate the same theory as Mr. Miller ; except 
the return of the Jews. We highly recommend the 
work, and hope it will be liberally patronised.

That our readers may ju<3ge something of its 
merits, we shall give them one or two extracts.

The first relates to the common objection or false 
notion, that prophecy cannot be understood until it is 
fulfilled.

\. "The questionable propriety of studying 
and of discussing prophecy, especially unfulfill­ 
ed prophecy, is one of those objections, which 
must be met in the outset. It chiefly consists 
in the alleged impossibility of understanding or 
judging of a prophecy, until the event has prov­ 
ed its meaning. But how contrary is this to 
the experience of the Church ! Promise, the 
greater portion-of which is unfulfilled prophecy, 
is declared in the New Testament to be a prin­ 
cipal means whereby we are made partakers of 
the Divine Nature; 2 Pet. i. 4. which could not 
be, were it entirely vague and indefinable: and 
under the Old Testament dispensation, the 
Church was chiefly sustained and nourished by 
prophecy; most of the burning and shining 
lights raised up in it being prophets. The very 
first promise, that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the head of the serpent, was an unfulfilled 
prophecy,'to which the Church took heed for 
4000 years. Noah prepared his ark, moved by 
the fear of an unfulfilled prophecy or promise ; 
and Abraham saw afar off arid rejoiced in the 
day of Christ by means of another. Joseph 
would not have directed' his bones to be remov­ 
ed, had he not depended on prophecy for the go­ 
ing out of his people; to which prophecy the 
Lord afterwards referred Moses and Aaron, as 
the pledge, that he would redeem them. The 
Israelites were encouraged to labor for their de­ 
liverance from captivity, by the prophecy con­ 
cerning it: for as Jeremiah had prayed for and 
obtained an understanding of the restoration of 
his people, when they were about to be led into 
captivity ; Jer. xxxii. 16—25, 36—44. so Daniel 
understood the times from the study of the writ­ 
ings of Jeremiah ; Dan. ix. 2. just as the faithful 
were afterwards waiting for th'e Consolation of 
Israel from the study (as is presumed) of the 
book of Daniel. It was through attention to un­ 
fulfilled prophecy, that the Christians left Jeru­ 
salem and escaped to the mountain, when the 
city was besieged by the Romans : and the Lord 
hath, equally for our admonition, foretold the 
signs of that greater destruction,'of which the 
overthrow of Jerusalem was but a type.

I am aware that there are difficulties attend­ 
ing the interpretation of the prophecies; and 
that, although some are to be literally under­ 
stood, many are figurative or allegorical, whils 
others are constructed of the literal and figura­ 
tive intermixed: but of those which are not de­

' The Publisher assures us that he shall publish no 
work which has not been received, and strongly ap-* 
proved by persons of sound learning and piety in 
Great Britian.

The following are the contents of the first serie 
of Essays to be given in the work.

CONTESTS.—ESSAY I. Introduction.—II, The 
Second Advent.—III. The Kingdom of Christ.— 
IV. The Place of Manifestation.—V. The'Parti­ 
cipation of the Saints.—VI. The First Resurrec­ 
tion.—VII. The Judgment.—VIII. The State of 
Separate Spirits.—IX. The Resurrection State.—

clared to he sealed up, the difficulty has chiefly 
arisen from the extravagant practice of spiritual­ 
izing or allegorizing all passages which relate to 
the future. And great is the advantage which 
this system has given to the enemies of Revela 
tion. They teil us that Scripture is not a.prop 
er guide, because every man hath his own in­ 
terpretation—his own way of explaining or ac 
commodating it. The imaginations of commen­ 
tators, or the sentiments of friends, have too fre 
quently been made the key to modern exposi­ 
tions ; whilst the plain text, which is the safes 
guide, has been neglected.

The apostles are often brought forward, as an 
nstance of men who erred in regard to the prop­ 

er understanding of those prophecies, w'hich re- 
"ated to the first advent; and from their mistakes 
.he impossibility of any being able to understand 
what is foretold of the second advent, is confi­ 
dently insisted on. But I am of opinion that 
thiscircumstance is commonly'misstated, and still 
more misapplied. I -cannot think the apostles 
and first disciples misu7iderstood the general 
scftpe of the prophecies, which led them lo ex­ 
pect at that time a manifestation of the kingdom 
of Christ on earth; though they might have had 
much confusion and obscurity in regard lo the 
time, and details, and nature of that kingdom. 
The fault of the apostles was, that—though re­ 
peatedly warned, that there were other prophe­ 
cies, which shewed that Messiah must first suffer 
—they overlooked these, and,suffered their atten­ 
tion to be absorbed with one class of predictions 
only. What was there to have prevented them 
from comprehending such prophecies as the fol­ 
lowing: viz:—that Jesus should be born of a 
virgin ;—that he should ride upon an ass ;—that 
he should be betrayed by one of his followers ;

-that they should pierce his hands and his feet:
-that they should part his garments and casi 

lots for his vesture ;—that he should be number­ 
ed with transgressors; and many other things, 
which being plainly foretold were literally fulfil­ 
led ? The sharp rebukes of Jesus, because the 
disciples did not understand that he ought to 
have suffered these things, and because they 
were " slow of heart to believe ALL that the 
prophets had written," appear inconsistent, if 
they really coidd, not have been understood. In­ 
deed tlie whole Sanhedrim, ungodly and dark­ 
ened as they were, did nevertheless answer 
Herod most correctly from the prophets, that 
Christ should be born at Bethlehem: and it 
seems difficult to give a satisfactory reason 
therefore, why we may not previously derive 
some knowledge of circumstances \vhii-h will ^ 
attend the second advent; seeing that they arc 
spoken of in Scripture, apparently as free from 
any figurative structure as the passages already 
quoted. If the apostles erred, we have at least 
the benefit of their example : which is undoubt- 
ly recorded,—not to lead us to conclude, that 
we must inevitably mistake likewise; but that 
we may profit by their errors and avoid them. 
There is another series of prophecies, relating 
to God's dealings with the Jews, which are ap- 1 
plicable to the question before us; and which 
would lead to the conclusion, that one eminent 
use of fulfilled prophecy is, to argue from it as 
certain and literal accomplishment of awfulfilled : 
provided, as we are throughout assuming, that 
the -evident structure of it be not allegorical or 
emblematical. How remarkably, for example, 
has zrra/A-fatten upon the Jews, without one jot 
or tittle having -failed ! They are sifted among 
the nations ; they are become a by-word, a hiss, 
a proverb, a- reproach ; they abide without a 
prince, an altar, a sacrifice ; not to mention oth­ 
er peculiat sufferings which- they endured of old 
time. Now Joshua lays it down as a rule, " thai 
as mot one thing had failed of all -the good things 
which the Lord had-spoken concerning them; 
but all liad come to pass : so therefore'-"•vsftfuld 
the Lord bring upon .them all the evil things." 
Seeing then that the evil has now been brought 
to pass, an-d not one thing has~failed of that; by 
what rule, (it may be asked,) upon what consis­ 
tent principle, can any man venture to say, that 
the promises of that good, now again to succeed, 
is only a figure; and that we are not justified
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in expecting a literal fulfilment ? Compare Josh, 
xxiii. 14, 15, and Jer. xxxii. 42—44.

I do not deny that there are difficulties attend- 
ing-the exposition of prophecy r and that, if this 
be true in regard to the events predicted, it is 
jnore extensively the case with regard to limes 
jtnd dates. As respects the day, or even the 
year of an event, I am quite pursuaded, that 
God has purposely obscured it. But our Lord 
would not therefore have us indifferent and care­ 
less, either to the event or the period of its fjil- 
filment; but, on the very ground that we know 
not the hour, He commands us to watch. Matt, 
xxiv. 36—42. And though the day cannot be 
known, something of the signs of its approach 
may be ascertained, with sufficient correctness 
for us to he assured " that the time of our re­ 
demption draweth nigh." St. Paul assumes of 
the Thessalonians, that they had so much ac­ 
quaintance with " the times and the seasons," as 
to supersede the necessity of writing to them on 
that subject, 1 Thess. v. 1—4. insomuch, that, 
though the day of the Lord would come upon 
the world as a thief in the night, it would not 
overtake them in like manner. The Scriptures 
feach us that there are prophecies, which were 
not intended to be known by the Christians of 
former ages, which nevertheless will be known 
by that generation for whom they a-ce written ; 
of which Fs. cii. 18; Daniel xii. 4 and 9; and 
1 Peter i. 10—12 are remarkable instances. Let 
us bear in remembrance therefore, that it is de­ 
clared to be one of the special offices of the Holy 
Spirit, " to guide us into all truth, and to show 
?is things to come;" John xvi. 13, and that the 
prophets, who prophesied of the sufferings and 
g'ory of Christ, did themselves "inquire and 
search diligently" concerning it,—searching, 
even when the words were scarce uttered by 
them, "what, OR WHAT MANNER OF TIME the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify. 
1 Peter i. 10, 11. On the other hand there 
were men who neglected the prophets, and were 
rebuked by our Savior because they knew not 
the signs of ike times; Matt. xvi. 3. and the bur­ 
den of his lamentation over Jerusalem was, thai 
they knew not the time of their visitation. Luke 
six. 44.

The 2d extract we give relates to the practical *'»- 
^u^tce ef the doctrine of Christ's Second Coining,

"I shall new, by way of shevtmgihe practical 
tendency of the second Advent, and the conse­ 
quent importance of this truth to every Christian 
who desires edification, bring forward some of 
those testimonies, to which I adverted in the for­ 
mer essay, when I pledged myself to show the 
use which the writers of the New Testament 
make of it.

We have already seen, that they apply it, as 
the legitimate source of consolation, to those 
who mourn for the dead|; " that they nj«y not 
sorrow, as those who have no hope" of seeing 
their friends return, ] Thess. iv, 13—18. We 
have likewise seen an apparent limitation of the 
reward to them that love his -appearing; 2 Tim. 
iv. 8,—an application of the subject, which, if it 
be not to be insisted on to its full extent, is nev­ 
ertheless calculated to awaken heart-searchiogs. 
In regard to those passages which remain, I 
shall, to avoid circumlocution, only quote them at 
length; so heading them, as to point out the 
evangelical duiies and graces to which they caJl, 
us, and conseqently the practical -use made of 
them.

As a caU to Repentance,—
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that' 

your sins may be blotted out, when the times of'

refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord, and he shall send Jesus Christ, &c." Acts 
iii. 19, 20.

to love Christ;—
" If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, 

fet him be Anathema Maran-atha;" which, be­ 
ing interpreted, is, " Let him be accursed—our 
Lord cometh:" 1 Cor. xvi. 22:

to love one another,"—
"And the Lord make you to increase and 

abound in love toward one another, and toward 
all men, even as we do toward you: to the end 
He may stablish your hearts unblameable in 
holiness before God, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his 
saints" 1 Thess. iii. 13.

to the mortification of earthly lusts ;
" "When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 

then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
Mortify therefore your members which are upon 
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness 
which is idolatry ; " &c. Coi. iii. 4, 5.

"The grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us—that de­ 
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present evil world ; looking for that blessed 
hope, [even] the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Savior, Jesus Christ." Titus ii. 
11—13.

to general Obedience and Holiness;
" For the Son of Man shall come in the glory 

of his Father, with his angels; and then he 
shall reward every man according to his works." 
Matt. xvi. '27.

" And now, little children, abide in him, that, 
when he shall appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him at his coming." 
1 John ii. 28.

" We know that when He shall appear we 
shall be like him ; for we shall see him as He is. 
And every man that hath this hope in him puri- 
fielh himself even as He is pure." J John iii. 2,3.

" Behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be." Rev. xxii. 12.

to Spirituality of mind ;
"For our conversation is in heaven; from 

whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Je­ 
sus Christ; who shall change our vile body, &c. 
Phil. iii. 20, 21.

to Works of mercy ;—
" When the Son of Man shall come in his glo­ 

ry, and all the ho!y angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory ; and before 
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
divide them one from another as a shepherd di­ 
vides, his sheep from the goats. And he shall 
set the sheep,on his right hand, but the goats on 
the left. Then shall the King say unto them 
on his right hand, Come ye blessed of my Fath­ 
er, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world : for I was hungry, 
and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink ; I was a stranger* and ye took 
me in; naked, and ye .clothed me; I was sick, 
and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me." Matt. xxv. 31—36. 

to Watchfulness;
<( "Watch therefore; for ye know not what 

hour your Lord doth come. But know this, 
that if the good man of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, he would 
have uatched, and would not have suffered his 
house to have been broken up. Therefore, be j 
ye also ready ; for in such an hour as ye think;

not the Son of Man cometh." Matt. xxiv. 42,44,
" Watch ^therefore : for ye know neither the 

day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man com­ 
eth." Malt. xxv. 13.

"Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning, and ye yourselves Jike unto men 
that wait for their lord, when he will return from 
the wedding ; that when he cometh and knock - 
elh they may open to him immediately. Bless­ 
ed are those servants whom the Lord when he 
cometh shall find watching." Luke xii. 35, 37.

"_ Behold I come as a thief: blessed is he that 
watcheth, and keepelh his garments, lest he 
walk naked, and they see his shame." Rev. xvi. 
15.

"But yeT brethren, are not in darkness, that 
thai day should overtake you as a thief: ye are 
all the children of light and of the day; we are 
not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore 
let us not sleep as do others; but let us watch 
and be sober." 1 Thess. v. 4, 6.

" Behold, I come quickly: blessed is be that 
keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 
Book." Rev. xxii. 7.

to Patience a?id Long-suffering ;—
" We ourselves-glory in you in the churches 

of God, for your patience and faith in all your 
persecutions and tribulations that ye endure; 
which is a manifest token of the righteous judg­ 
ment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of 
the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer : 
seeing it is a righteous thing wilh God to recom­ 
pense tribulation to them that trouble you ; and 
to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven," fyc. 
2 Thess, 4— 7.

" For ye have need of patience, that, after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise: for yet a little while and He that shall 
come will come and wilt not tarry." Heb.x.36, 37.

'•Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming 'of the Lord. Behold the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain. Be ye also patient—stab­ 
lish your hearts—for the coming of the jLord 
draweth nigh." James v. 7, 8.

" Wherein (in the salvation ready to be re­ 
vealed in the last time) ye greatly rejoice, though 
now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations; that the trial of 
your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth/, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glo­ 
ry at the appearing of Jesus Christ." 1 Peter i. 
6,7.

" Beloved, think -it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you ; but re­ 
joice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings; that when 'his glory shall J>e rerealed> 
ye may be glad also, with exceeding joy," 1 Pet, 
iv. 12,13.

to Moderation and Sobriety;—
"Let your moderation be known unto all men, 

ike Lord is. at hand." Phil. iv. 5.
**Gird up the loins-of your mind, be sober, 

and hope to the end for the gfiace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ'" 1 'Peter i. 13.

to ministerial Pidelity and Diligence.
"Who Js a faithful and wise servant, .whom 

his lord hath ^made ruler over his household,-to 
give them meat in due season ? Blessed is that 
servant whom his lorti when he cometh shall find 
so doing." Matt. xxiv. 46.

"For what is our hope, 01 joy, or crown of
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rejoicing ? Are not even ye, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, at his coming ?" 1 Thes. 
ii. 19.

" I give the charge in the sight of God, who 
quickeneth all things; and before-Jesus Christ, 
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good con­ 
fession ; that thou keep this commandment with­ 
out spot,-unrebukeable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesits Christ." 1 Tim. vi. 13, 14.

" I charge tbee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at kis appearing and his kingdom; 
preach the word ; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- 
suffering and doctrine.' 1 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2.

" The elders which are among you I exhort, 
who am also an elder, and a witness of the suf­ 
ferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glo­ 
ry that shall be revealed: feed the flock of God 
which is among you ; taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as 
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples 
to the flock : and when the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away-" 1 Peter v. 1—4

Against censorious Judgment.
"Therefore judge nothing before the time, 

until the Lord coins, &c." 1 Cur. iv. 5.

NEW WORKS. We have just received two new works on 
the second coming of Christ. One is by Nathaniel Folsom, 
and John Troair, of IS7 . Y. The other is from Eld. L. D. 
Fleming of Portland, Me. We shall notice them in our 
next.

nion Convention in Groton on the 12th oi August.

e now linve about 800 subscribers. Perhaps there 
never was a better list—for ihey have nearly all complied 
with the terms. A few only remain delinquents. These will 
follow the example of ihe others soon or we shall strike them 
from our list. We shall not deviate from ihe rule itw in ad­ 
vance. They can send by the Post Master without expense.

THE NATIONS.
'And upon the Earth distress of Nations with perplexity.

TWO DAYS LATER FROM EUROPE BY 
THE PACKET SHIP SHEFFIELD.

We gather from the papers the following items relating to 
the condition of the Nations.

England and Naples. It is stated tliat new complica­ 
tions have sprung up on the sulpber question, and that the 
British Government had resolved on sending six ships of the 
line to Naples. A French squadron of the same force was 
also to proceed thither.

Constantinople. By advices from Constantinople to May 
15, it .ippe.irs tliat the Seraskier, Halii P.isha, brother-in- 
law to the Sulian, had been dismissed fur some offence 
against morality, tending to bring the government into con­ 
tempt.

Great Britain and China. We perceive from our ship­ 
ping intelligence that the Thomas Courts, which sailed from 
China on the 4th of Fet>ruary,h<id reached the Cape of Good 
Hope, on her way to London. She has brought intelligence 
that the Chinese were determined to resist all attempts at ac­ 
commodation except on tlieir own terms. They had purcba- 
*ed some European snips, with the intention of arming and 
manning them for ihe approaching war with Ore-it Britain. 
The next overland mail,which may be daily expected to reach 
England, will prohably contain some very important intelli­ 
gence—to a much later date.

CORRESPONDENCE.
DOCTRINE OP THE MILLE1SIUM.

Mr. Editor,—
The first intimation of the doctrine of a mil- 

leniiim, is given through the medium of the Old 
Testament. The Jewish Rabbies interpreted

Scripture to point out a reign of peace and hap­ 
piness during the 7th millenium of the world,., 
prefigured by the seventh day of creation, or the 
sabbath of rest; their sabbatlic -or seventh year, 
and tlieir jubilee or fiftieth year. Various parts 
of the Old Testament, such as Psalms, and the 
Prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezeklel, Zecha- 
rlah, &c. contain glowing descriptions of the glo­ 
ry of the church during that happy period. The 
New Testament abounds with many passages, 
paragraphs, and even whole chapters which re­ 
fer principally to the glorious coming and king­ 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our blessed Sa­ 
vior taught the doctrine, and the apostles and 
early Christians understood its general features 
perhaps as well as any other doctrine ; but it is 
left for the inhabitants of the earth, during that 
period, (the raillenium,) to explore its lengths, 
arid depths, and heights, and to enjoy its tran­ 
scendent glories ; all that we can now do, is to 
approach the threshold, guided by the light of 
prophecy and inspiration, seek that preparation 
which will qualify us to meet the Bridegroom 
with joy at his coming.

When we reflect that this doctrine was pre­ 
figured by the sabbath of rest for man and 
beast—by the Sabbattic year which was a year 
of rest to the land, by the Jubilee which was a 
year of release and restitution to all the inhabi­ 
tants of the land ; and that it was taught by the 
ancient prophets, and incorporated into all their 
institutions, and that it was revived by our Sa­ 
vior and his apostles, under the new dispensa­ 
tion ; we cannot wonder that it has been receiv­ 
ed by some in every age of the church. As 
about the time of Christ's first appearance on the 
earth, an opinion prevailed all over the Eastern 
world that some extraordinary personage would 
make his appearance, and altogether change the 
religion and government of the world, in like 
manner, before his second coming, the signs of 
the times agreeing with the sure word of proph­ 
ecy, will induce the thinking and faithful all over 
the world to watch and pray, and anxiously wait 
the coming of the Lord.

The believers in the doctrine of a millenium, 
may properly be divided into three classes.

1. Those who believe that the gospe! shall be 
extended all over the world, by preaching and 
missionary labors ; by the agency of Bible asso­ 
ciations, and the aid of powerful revivals of re­ 
ligion, and extraordinary effusions of the Holy 
Spirit;—that the corning of Christ will not be 
personal, until the fmal judgment and end of the 
world, which is u great way distant.

2. Another class, believe the second coming 
of Christ to judgment, is near at hand ; that his 
corning will be personal; that the righteous 
dead will be raised, and the righteous living 
changed, and all which remain be destroyed ;— 
the earth burned up, or purified, so as to be call­ 
ed a new earth, which will be the habitation of 
the saints forever who.wiih Christ as their King, 
shall enjoy all the blessings of the New Jerusa­ 
lem state; that .the bodies of the wicked shall be 
destroyed with the earth, their souls banished 
into outer darkness for 1000 years, when they 
shall be stired up, by the power of satan, to go 
against the saints, but they shall be destroyed, 
and " cast into the lake of fire."

3. The belief of the remaining class is rather 
intermediate of the opinions stated above. These 
last believe that the coming of Christ is near at 
hand,—thtat he will corne personally, and at his 
coming the first resurrection will take place ;— 
the truly righteous changed and caught'up, and 
that this will be the great day of wrath upon the

obstinately wicked,'who shall be cut off and de- 
troyed; that the heathen and all who have not 

liad, or have riot abused the privileges of the 
gospel, and shall become willing-, shall then le 
converted and given to Christ for his inherit­ 
ance ;—that generation after generation shall 
continue to make their appearance upon the 
earth; this world filled with the knowledge of 
God, and the restitution spoken, of by all the ho­ 
ly prophets fully effected. At the same time 
Christ will reign personally upon the earth who, 
bis saints, (those who were raised and those 
who were changed,) without being made sub­ 
ject, in any degree, to temporal wants. The 
saints will have continual intercourse with the 
righteous who live a natural life, but only in or­ 
der to instruct and teach them. At the end of 
the 1000 years, be they literal or prophetic, sa­ 
tan will be loosed a little season, many be de­ 
ceived and fall away; then the last resurrection 
and judgment, and the end of 'the world will 
take place.

One great point to be had in continual view, 
is the warning voice of our Savior, •' Watch 
therefore, .for ye known not at what hour your 
Lord doth come, but know- this, he shall come 
as a thief in the night, wherefore let us watch 
and be sober, that that day shall not come upen 
us unawares, for as a snare shall it come upon 
all those who dwell upon the earth." May God 
awake a spirit of inquiry among his people, and 
excite the church to wait in prayer for his com­ 
ing and triumphal entry the second time into Je­ 
rusalem. Let every child of God desire the an­ 
swer of the prayer, put by Christ himself, into 
ihe mouth of all his people, "Thy kingdom 
come—thy will be done on earth as it is done 
in heaven." My soul responds Amen.

A STUDENT or PROPHECY.
McDowall's Mills, Pa.

-From Blackwood's Magazine.

MALACHI.
The final predictions of this prophet are well 

known for their powerful and lofty threatenings 
of national ruin. Yet the condition of his coun­ 
try at the moment, was unquestionably the last 
which could have justified any human conject­ 
ure of its disolution by divine vengeance. The 
people had but lately re-built their temple, had 
conformed to the renewed law of their fathers, 
had received the recovered Scriptures, and had 
commenced a new and purified polity That 
ihere were remnants of the habits and corrupt­ 
ions of Babylonish life among them, is obvious 
from his rebukes, and those of Zachariah and 
Ezra. But those were slight stains, and the er­ 
ror which was predicted as the final source of 
their ruin—a ruin, too, at the distance of four 
hundred years—was of a wholly opposite char­ 
acter,—the national disdain of contact with the 
Gentile world, the national pride in the exclu- 
siveness of their religion, and the national vindic- 
ativeness against that Mightiest of all Teachers, 
and Supreme of all Sovereigns, who came to 
announce the admission of mankind into the 
privileges of Israel. Independently of our di­ 
rect knowledge of the universal inspiration of 
Scripture, this utter dissimilarity to human con­ 
clusions must make us feel that this awful de­ 
nouncement of the matured vices of a land, then 
in their first period of regeneration, was the 
work of a knowledge above man. Malachi is 
said to have died young, after assisting the 
members of the Great Synagogue in the re-es­ 
tablishment of the law of the nation.
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" The day corneili that shall lurn as an over,; 
and all tbe proud, yea, and ail that do wickedly, 
shall be stubble.

" But unto you that fear my name shall the 
taon of Righteousness arise.

•'And ye shall tread down the wicked; for 
they shall be ashes.under the soles of your feet, 
in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.*

" Behold I will send you Elijah the Prophet, 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord."—MALACHI, ch, iv.

A found on the rampart,
A sound ai ilie gale,

I hear tlie loused Iwnesa
Howl to her male. 

In tlie thicket at midnight
They roar for the |>rey 

That shall %\\il their re.il j:m3
At the rising of day. 

For wnitli is descending
On Ziou's proud tower ; 

It shall come like a cloud, 
It shall wrap like a shromj. 
Till, like tWom, she sleeps

In a sulphurous shower. 
For behold ! lt)e day comeili,

When ail shall be flame; 
When, Zion! ilie tacUclutli

Shall cover thy name; 
Vi hen thy l»iuk oe'r the billows 

Of De;ith slmli he di iveu, 
When thy [roe, by the lightning,-', 

From earth shnll !>e riven ; 
When the oien, imkiiiiiled

By mam!, sJiali burn; 
And like chiiiTihou .-halt glow 
In thiil furnace of wo : 
Ami, diint as thou wert,

Thou to ciiist shall return. 
Tis the darkness.of daiknes-s, 

The midnight of soul ! 
No moon on the depllis

Of that midnight shall roll. 
No stai light shall |ieirre

Through that life chilling-haze; 
No lord) from the roof

Of the temple shall blaze. 
I*i.t when Israel is buried 

In final despair,,. 
From n height oe'i rill height, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Her aim slid! arise—

Her great Sovereign be there ! 
Then the fparklesof llame,

From his chariot-wheels liuil'd, 
Shall smite the-cioivn'd brow

Of the god of this world ! 
Then captive of age* !

The trumpet shall thrill 
From ihe lips of the seraph 

On Zion'd sweet hill. 
Tor vestured in glory,

Thy monarch shall come. 
And from dungeon and cave 
Shall ascend the pule slave; 
Lust Judah shall rise

Like the sou! from the tomb !

Who rushes from Beaten 1
The ange! ol'wr.uh; 

The whirlwind his wing
And the lightning his path, 

His ham! is uplifted,
It cairies a sword ; 

* Tis ELIJAH* hehes.il.ls
The march of hJs Lord ! 

Sun. sink in Eclipse I
Earth, eaith shalt tlion stand,

Whoa the cherubim wings
Bear the King of thy kings !
Wo, wo to tlie ocean, 

Vfa, wo to the land !

Tis the day long foretold,
Tis ihe judgment begun; 

Gird thy sword, llioii Most Mighty !
'J hy triumph is Won. 

The ido! shall !>nrn
In its own gi»y shrine; 

Then, daughter of anguish,
Thy dnyfpring shall shine: 

Proud Zion, thy vale
With "the olive shall bloom, 

And the Hitisk-rose dislill 
Its sweet news on thy hill; 
For earth is restored,

The great kingdom is come!

c f u a: c of Scoffers.
' There shall come in the last days, scoffers."

Tins depai tmeiit of our paper is devotfid to the use of those 
who scoff ai, or ridicule ihe Idea of ihe Second Coming of 
Christ. We ha\e no disposition to leply to their scoftmgs, 
and therefore let them speak for themselves withoul note or 
comment, from us. We regret, exceedingly, that an Ortho­ 
dox Minister could be found in New England that would de­ 
scend to wntc, and publish such an aiticle as the one below 
relative to JUr. Miller. Mr. M. Sias probably been the in­ 
strument of more comersions in this vicinity within the l;isi 
six munihs, than all his accusers put together. He has 
something of moie interest to the eternal welfare of ihe soul 
to present and prove to tbe people; than that, " the Moon is 
•made of Green Cheese ! f - ED.

PARSONS COOKE vs. MILLEEISM.
The Rev. Parsons Coolie, of Lynn, editor of 

the ' Puritan ' conies out nobly against the Mill­ 
er Humbug. We are highly pleased with his 
course, in this respect. Just as our paper was 
going to press, we received ihe * Puriian,'from 
which we make the following extracts.— Trum­ 
pet.

INFLUENCE OF MILLEEISM.
When theories glaringly preposterous arc 

broached, it is usually best to stand aside, and 
let them spin out their yarn, till they fall by 
their own weight. And a forniaJ refutation of 
the theory of the vvoild's corning to an end in 
1S43, would seerri to most to be a work of su­ 
pererogation. Yet it is. questionable, whether 
some public testimony ought not lo be borne 
against this display of fooleries. This is not a 
common case of the propagation of religions er- 
.ror. In one view iis influence is more perni­ 
cious, than that of any other system of error 
It has a bearing which none other has, to blunt 
ths moral sensibilities.

The lecturer begins, and the hearer listens, 
expecting to see it proved, that 1843 is the 
date of the world's end. Like all other error- 
ists, the lecturer uses many truths to make his 
error plausible. He selects some striking in­ 
stances of prophecies fulfilled and illustrated, by 
the event. At these, the hearer- wonders and 
sets them do,vn of course as proofs of the point 
at issue.

The lecturer shows, as a thousand commenta­ 
tors before have shown, that Daniel prophe­ 
sies so and so, of the series of this world's 
events, under the figure of the four beasts, or the 
four great monarchies ; and that John had visions 
so and so, of the rise and fall of the papal pow­ 
er. These visions present much that is stri­ 
king, and satisfactory as to their inient. And 
those who have never attended to the subject 
before, are surprised to find, with how much 
precision the event has answered the predic­ 
tion. The hearer thinks that the lecturer has 
made wonderful discoveries, and sets down ev­ 
ery detached instance of prophecy fulfilled, as a 
distinct proof of the point in question. With­ 
out any discoverable connexion between the 
case alleged, and the conclusion, the hearer ad­ 
mits ihe conclusion, supposing of course that 
such striking things prove what so remarkable 
an expounder wishes them to prove. The ab- 
sense of one or two important links to make the 
chain complete, is not noticed since so many 
strong though detached links are seen.

It is just as if we were to attempt to con­ 
vince the world that the moon is made of green 
cheese, by a regular process of astronomical ar­ 
gument. We should say as we pass along step 
by step—There you see that the moon revolves 
round the earth—how undeniable and how 
wonderful is this ! Then in the next place, you

see that both the moon and the earth revolve 
round the sun.—Dispute it u'ho can. Well, if 
these things are so, you see it is clear that the 
moon must be green cheese, Now this argu­ 
ment has only one link wanting to make it con­ 
clusive. And many a less plausible argument, 
with, more than one link wanting, has carried 
conviction.

From wha,t we know of the human mind, we 
can see how a man can -sincerely ' embrace the 
most ridiculous proposiiions. Bat his sincerity 
cannot prevent injurious effects upon others. 
Crowds of young people, eager for a frolic, will 
rush to hear the ravings of one, who has virtual­ 
ly given public notice that his mind has * sin­ 
cerely ' lost its balance. And they will find 
what they seek. Their minds will be in such a 
posture, that the more he dwells on the solem­ 
nity of the judgment scenes, the more will those 
scenes be dcgradtd, and the hearer's mind vi­ 
tiated. Because, to every hearei who does not 
surrender his common sense, the whole effort of 
the speaker must appear ridiculous ; just as 
would a laboring with solemn airs to prove 
that the moon was made of green cheese.

In this light, such lectures are to be depreca­ 
ted by parents and the friends of the rising gen­ 
eration, as more demoralizing than theatres. 
The abettors of the thing are pressing the mat­ 
ter with great iudustry. Courses of lectures 
are ins tinned here and there, in the larger 
towns. Boston has been fully supplied, and we 
understand the Marlborough Chapel is now en­ 
gaged for another course in Boston. No ef­ 
forts will be spared to bring as many as possi­ 
ble of the youn^ and unreflecting under the cor­ 
rupting influence of these lectures. And it is 
time for the community to form a settled judg­ 
ment as to the kind of treatment it deserves.

And those parents who are unwilling to have 
the moral sensibilities of their children destroy­ 
ed, will do well to pause before they suffer ihera 
to corns under such an influence.

I>il HITCHCOCK.
We insert the following nolice of DR. HITCH­ 

COCK with pleasure, for the benefit of those who 
are afflicted with defective teeth. We are ac­ 
quainted with the Dr. and feel happy to bear 
testimony to the correctness of the following 
commendation.—ED.

FILLING TEETH. In an art so intimately con­ 
nected with beauty, comfort and health, it is 
gratifying to find that in our own country, at 
least, so much industry and talent are enlisted. 
Indeed it is acknowledged, that m one operation 
of dental surgery, the filling of teeth, much 
greater care is exercised, and more correct pa­ 
thological principles required by scientific den­ 
tists here, than by the profession on the conti­ 
nent of Europe, or even in England, with some 
few exceptions. We allude to the removal of 
oil the diseased portion of the tooth, before the 
filling is inserted into the cavity, instead of what 
we understand to be the European practice, of 
boring a symmetrical hose, which may or may 
not include all the carious parts in its neighbor­ 
hood. We were led to make the forgoing re­ 
marks by observing at the late Fair at Quincy 
Hall, some specimens of loaded teeth, which 
were exceedingly well done by Dr. Hitchcock, of 
this city, and for which he received the premium. 
The extent to which disease had been allowed 
to progress in some of these specimens, forcibly 
impresses upon us the importance of early atten­ 
tion to what may, at a seasonable period, be 
most easily and effectually treated. [Boston 
Me-lical and Surgical Journal.


